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Brown in the Windy City is the first history to examine the migration and
settlement of Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in postwar Chicago. Lilia Fernández
reveals how the two populations arrived in Chicago in the midst of tremendous
social and economic change and, in spite of declining industrial employment and
massive urban renewal projects, managed to carve out a geographic and racial
place in one of America’s great cities. Through their experiences in the city’s
central neighborhoods over the course of these three decades, Fernández
demonstrates how Mexicans and Puerto Ricans collectively articulated a distinct
racial position in Chicago, one that was flexible and fluid, neither black nor
white.
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Brown in the Windy City is the first history to examine the migration and settlement of Mexicans and Puerto
Ricans in postwar Chicago. Lilia Fernández reveals how the two populations arrived in Chicago in the midst
of tremendous social and economic change and, in spite of declining industrial employment and massive
urban renewal projects, managed to carve out a geographic and racial place in one of America’s great cities.
Through their experiences in the city’s central neighborhoods over the course of these three decades,
Fernández demonstrates how Mexicans and Puerto Ricans collectively articulated a distinct racial position in
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Editorial Review

Review

"Brown in the Windy City is an essential read."
(Time Out Chicago)

“With astute attention to the parallel trajectories and overlapping nature of Mexican Americans’ and Puerto
Ricans’ histories, Lilia Fernández paints a rich portrait of neighborhood life, moving beyond broad strokes
and the white-black racial binary. Told with detail, substance, and nuance, Brown in the Windy City is an
important story that is likely to become a foundational book.”

(Carmen Teresa Whalen From Puerto Rico to Philadelphia: Puerto Rican Workers and Postwar Economies)

"Lilia Fernandez’s Brown in the Windy City is a rich, historically-nuanced examination of the social,
political, and cultural forces that shaped the formation of Chicago’s Puerto Rican and ethnic Mexican
community. In pointing our attention to this history, Fernandez’s careful examination of the process of
displacement, neighborhood change, and public housing construction unveils how Puerto Ricans and, at
times, Mexicans disturbed the racial hierarchy and destabilized the rigid housing color line in Chicago.
Brown in the Windy City is a valuable contribution to Latino History, urban history, and immigration
history."

(Adrian Burgos, Jr. University of Illinois)

“A work of striking originality, scope, and nuance, Brown in the Windy City provides the most
comprehensive treatment of the entwined histories of ethnic Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Chicago.
Meticulously researched and beautifully written, Fernandez’s study marks a major intervention in the history
of race and racialization, urban history, and interdisciplinary Latino studies scholarship.”

(David G. Gutiérrez University of California, San Diego)

"Brown in the Windy City portrays the struggle of Puerto Ricans and Mexicans as they made their way to a
postwar Chicago already bifurcated by race. Neither black nor white, these newcomers carved an important
place for themselves in the city’s social, economic, and political sphere. Their experiences both overlapped
and diverged as they settled in the inner city and developed into an important component in the city’s life
while struggling with unresolved issues of integration and economic development. Brown in the Windy
City  explores these matters in subtle and instructive ways shedding light on the immigrant experience and
the development of community in an urban post-industrial setting."
(Dominic Pacyga author of Chicago: A Biography)

"This book is a crucial addition to the scholarship and a must-read for those interested in the history of urban
Latinos/as in the United States, racialization of non-European immigrants, the role of Latina women in
advancing the community, as well as the more general history of post-World War II America."
(Michael Innis-Jiménez, University of Alabama Journal of American Ethnic History 2014-08-05)

“Fernández offers nuanced and meticulous analysis throughout. . . . The first historical study to examine



Chicago’s Mexican and Puerto Rican populations in the same frame. . . . [and] the first to consider the central
role of Latino Chicagoans in the city’s fabled urban planning history.”
(Journal of Social History)

About the Author

 Lilia Fernández is associate professor in the Department of History at Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Allen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans
and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America). All type of book could you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jacqueline Carter:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans
and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) book since this book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Ali Ellison:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is known as of book Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago
(Historical Studies of Urban America). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Bernard Taylor:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea



when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Brown in the Windy City:
Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially.
It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Brown in
the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) can
to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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