[ Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear
. Arms Race

ARSENALS OF FOLLY By Richard Rhodes

TN
Read Online ©

Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear Arms Race By Richard Rhodes

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard Rhodes delivers ariveting account of the
nuclear arms race and the Cold War.

In the Reagan-Gorbachev era, the United States and the Soviet Union came
within minutes of nuclear war, until Gorbachev boldly launched a campaign to
eliminate nuclear weapons, setting the stage for the 1986 Reykjavik summit and
the incredible events that followed. In thisthrilling, authoritative narrative,
Richard Rhodes draws on personal interviews with both Soviet and U.S.
participants and a wealth of new documentation to unravel the compelling,
shocking story behind this monumental time in human history—its beginnings,
its nearly chilling consequences, and its effects on global politics today.
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Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard Rhodes delivers ariveting account of the nuclear arms race and the
Cold War.

In the Reagan-Gorbachev era, the United States and the Soviet Union came within minutes of nuclear war,
until Gorbachev boldly launched a campaign to eliminate nuclear weapons, setting the stage for the 1986
Reykjavik summit and the incredible events that followed. In this thrilling, authoritative narrative, Richard
Rhodes draws on personal interviews with both Soviet and U.S. participants and awealth of new
documentation to unravel the compelling, shocking story behind this monumental time in human history—its
beginnings, its nearly chilling consegquences, and its effects on global politics today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Thisisthe third volume in a history of nuclear weaponry that began with the award-winning The Making of
the Atomic Bomb, but despite its subtitle, this installment might also be described as a chronicle of the
unmaking of the arms race. Paralleling the careers of Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald Reagan, Rhodes builds
up to adetailed account of the 1986 Reykjavik summit, at which the two |eaders—both eager to achieve
peace—nearly came to an agreement on eliminating their nuclear arsenals, before the accord, he says, was
sabotaged by then-assistant secretary of defense Richard Perle. The insistence of Perle and other advisers
that the U.S. required a strong deterrent against the Soviet Union is held up for particular contempt. There
has never been arealistic military justification for accumulating large, expensive stockpiles of nuclear arms,
Rhodes argues. Far from keeping America strong, decades of nuclear arms production have seriously eroded
the nation's domestic infrastructure and diminished its citizens quality of life, he believes. The clarity of the
historical record reinforces Rhodes's fiercely held political convictions, ensuring widespread attention as he
returnsto this critically and commercially successful subject. (Oct. 11)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine

Richard Rhodes digs deep into the workings of the Cold War to explain how and why, between 1949 and
1991, apocalyptic nuclear war could easily have occurredé€"and how and why it was avoided. Through
dramatic narrative and readable prose, Rhodes reveals the digointed policies, bureaucratic infighting, and
paranoiathat marked this era, while profiling Soviet and American leaders (including Richard Perle, who
nearly derailed the summit talks). Rhodes portrays Gorbachev, who advocated mutual security, as the
erad€™s hero; Reagan, while sympathetic, comes across as more naA ve. While afew critics noted some
sections of the book as repetitive and slow and others described Rhodesé€™ s first two volumes as more
magisterial, Arsenals of Folly provides an important, timely lesson: the cost of the nuclear arms race was a
waste of resources, Rhodes concludes, and since then, there has been "no reasonable gain in security."

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist

Asked how U.S. leaders had framed America's nuclear-weapons policy, Robert McNamara spoke candidly:
"Each individual decision along the way seemed rational at the time. But the result wasinsane.” In this
compelling sequel to The Making of the Atom Bomb (1986) and Dark Sun (1995), Rhodes details the
historical circumstances that made each nuclear decision seem deceptively rational while exposing the
overarching reality of horrific insanity. Readers thus see how American and Soviet experts invoked past
experience with conventional weaponry to justify the stockpiling of nuclear bombs for use on a vast arsenal
of missiles, each capable of annihilating entire cities. Such perilousillogic brought the world not security but
rather near-calamity when a 1983 NATO exercise almost prompted a nuclear exchange. The illusions of
nuclear strategists sustained an even ruder shock in 1986 when the Chernobyl meltdown spewed radioactive
fallout across Europe. Still, hardliners on both sides would have perpetuated the arms race had a farm boy
from Russia (Gorbachev) and a lifeguard from America (Reagan) not defied cold war orthodoxy when they
met at Reykjavik. Conservatives may complain that Rhodes givestoo little credit to Reagan, whose
commitment to the Star Wars missile-defense system he blames for amost derailing disarmament talks. But
Rhodes gives ample reason for praising Gorbachev as the daring leader an imperiled world needed. An
insightful chronicle of epoch-shaping events. Christensen, Bryce
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joel Fallis;

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear Arms Race.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

This Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear Arms Race book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear Arms Race without
we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become
worry Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear Arms Race can bring if you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear Arms Race having very good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Debra Heffner:

The book untitled Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear Arms Race is the reserve that recommended
to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was
did alot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear
Arms Race from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

Tommy Wright:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the
Nuclear Arms Race book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own persona hunger then you still skepticism Arsenals of Folly: The
Making of the Nuclear Arms Race as good book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one guide
that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.
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