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This complete revision and updating of Professor Robins' classic text offers a
comprehensive account of the history of linguistic thought from its European
origins some 2500 years ago to the present day. It examines the independent
development of linguistic science in China and Medieval Islam, and especially in
India, which was to have a profound effect on European and American linguistics
from the end of the eighteenth century.

The fourth edition of A Short History of Linguistics gives a greater prominence to
the work of Wilhelm von Humboldt, because of the lasting importance of his
work on language in relation to general eighteenth century thinking and of its
perceived relevance in the latter half of the twentieth century to several aspects of
generative grammatical theory. The final section, covering the twentieth century,
has been rewritten and divided into two new chapters, so as to deal effectively
with the increasingly divergent development of descriptive and theoretical
linguistics that took place in the latter half of this century.

Readable and authoritative, Professor Robins' introduction provides a clear and
up-to-date overview of all the major issues in the light of contemporary scholarly
debate, and will be essential reading for undergraduate and graduate students of
linguistics alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Altogether an excellent book, at once interesting and authoritative" The Year's Work in English Studies

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline A Short History of
Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in
this era. The actual book untitled A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library)is the main
one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this
book.

Norma Dickerson:

The e-book with title A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) has a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Gail Nugent:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
publication. The book A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides
high quality.



Eric Hodges:

This A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) is fresh way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A Short History
of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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